
MEBANE CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING 

FEBRUARY 13, 2012 

 

Members Present:  Tim Bradley                         Patty Philipps 

                               Jill Auditori                          Ed Hooks 

                               Everette Greene 

 

Mayor Glendel Stephenson called to order the regular meeting recessed from the meeting held on 

February 6, 2012 at 6:00 p.m.  Councilmember Hooks gave the invocation. 

 

Attorney Lawson Brown addressed the Council, on behalf of his clients Old Hillsborough Partners, LLC. 

He requested the Public Hearing to be held on a proposed amendment to the Unified Development 

Ordinance, Article 10, Section 10-3 be continued until the March meeting.  Mr. Brown also requested that 

the approval of an amendment to the Preliminary Subdivision Plat from Old Hillsborough Partners, LLC 

“Arbor Creek Townhomes” To “Arbor Glen Villas” be continued until the March meeting.  

Councilmember Bradley made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Philipps, to approve both requests.  

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Rynal Stephenson, P.E. with Ramey Kemp & Associates, gave a brief PowerPoint presentation with an 

update on the Interchange Analysis and Corridor Study for the creation of a new interchange at Mattress 

Factory Road and I-40/85.  Mr. Stephenson reviewed the proposed project objectives, benefits and 

impacts of the interchange, and several design concepts being considered.  He discussed the Federal 

Highway Administration (FHWA) Guidelines which must be met. Mr. Stephenson stated the study and 

proposed plans are all preliminary.  No formal action was taken. 

 

Angie Bartis, Train Committee member and spokesperson, gave a brief report on the progress they’ve 

made with the train museum.  Walt Washburn, son of Train Committee member, Travis Washburn, 

presented a slideshow depicting the construction and work that’s been underway over the last several 

months.  Mr. Bartis stated in the next 30 days the museum could be ready for visitors, however the project 

would still not be complete. 

 

The Council received a request from the Disabled Veterans, Chapter 4 of Burlington, for the 

consideration to have a section of the new city cemetery, Mebane Memorial Gardens, designated 

exclusively for the burial of veterans.  Archie Barrow, veteran and spokesperson for the group, stated that 

the county’s current facilities are nearing capacity and they are striving to be proactive in planning for 

future sites in order to honor those who have served their country though military service.  He stated they 

are requesting that the city designate an area of the new cemetery exclusively for veterans, in that space 

they would like to erect a small monument along with a flag pole, a paver walkway, a bordering fence and 

42”x32”x4” headstones for a uniformed look.  Additionally, it was requested that the rate for veteran’s be 

set at the inside city limit rate of $1,000 for the lifetime of the cemetery.   

 

Councilmember Hooks questioned how many plots they were looking to acquire.  Jerry Peterman, veteran 

with Chapter 4, stated they had briefly looked at the cemetery map with city staff and they liked section 

C, consisting of 560 plots, already platted.  Councilmember Bradley recommended Section H as the most 

desirable space which has not been platted and could allow for more design.  The Council discussed the 

various requests before them. The veterans stated they would pay for the cost of the monument, flag pole 

and fencing.  Individual veterans would be responsible for paying for their own plot.  A veteran in the 

audience requested that spouses also be allowed to be buried in this section. 

 

By motion of Councilmember Bradley, seconded by Councilmember Philipps, the Council directed staff 

to consult with City Engineer Darrell Russell to draft a design plan (conceptual drawing) for Section H of 

Mebane Memorial Gardens and come back with a recommendation along with guidelines.  The motion 

carried unanimously.   

 

A Public Hearing was held on a proposed amendment to the Unified Development Ordinance (UDO), 

Article 10, Section 10-3-Nonconforming Use of Land, C. Extension, Enlargement or Replacement of a 

Nonconforming Use,2.  Planning Director Montrena Hadley addressed this issue.  She stated the Public 

Hearing has been continued from the December and January meetings.  She stated that the amendment as 

proposed would exclude a mobile home and the current ordinance refers to a manufactured home.  She 

stated after meeting with City Attorney Bateman the text was amended to read, so long as the 

enlargement or replacement is constructed in such a manner as to comply with the North Carolina 

Building Code.  Mayor Stephenson questioned if this was merely an insertion to what the text already 

reads.  Ms. Hadley replied yes.  No one from the public spoke concerning the request.  Councilmember 

Phillips made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Greene, to approve the amendment as presented.  

Councilmember Bradley clarified the amendment would not allow single wide mobile homes, only 

manufactured modular homes. City Attorney Bateman replied that is correct.  The motion carried 

unanimously.   



 

The Council received a request from staff for approval to begin closely studying the area along I-85/40 

between Mebane Oaks Rd. and South Fifth Street. City Manager Robert Wilson spoke concerning this 

issue.  He stated staff has received several inquiries about the zoning in these areas.  Mr. Wilson 

recommended that Council direct staff to begin the study immediately then bring back a plan to Council 

for a work session.  City Attorney Charles Bateman stated if Council’s intentions are to prohibit any 

further use in the area until the study is complete, it’s necessary to have a Public Hearing to give notice of 

the intention to declare a moratorium within a certain zoned area that can last up to one (1) year.  

Councilmember Greene made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Philipps, to approve the request 

directing staff to begin the study immediately and to set a date of Public Hearing to give notice of the 

intention to declare a moratorium within the identified area on Monday, March 5, 2012 at 6:00 p.m.  The 

motion carried unanimously.   

 

Sandy Bagby gave a report on the Clay Street Beautification plan.  Ms. Bagby stated she met with the 

New Leaf Society and they have included Mebane on their new project list.  They would like to provide 

all of the plant material for the Clay Street new streetscape. They also agreed to work with staff to come 

up with a design for the downtown area along with choosing appropriate plants for the area.  No specific 

dollar amount was discussed for the project but after their budget is set they will supply the amount.  She 

stated members from the New Leaf Society would begin working on the design within the next few weeks 

and once the plan is complete it will be brought back to the Council for further direction. Council 

questioned if New Leaf and Ms. Bagby would be working with the Downtown Beautification Committee 

on the design concept and if she had shared the ideas and suggestions brought forward at earlier meetings.  

She stated had not, in order to allow them to start with a clean slate an to come up with their own ideas.  

City Manager Robert Wilson assured Council that Ms. Bagby would be sharing any ideas with the 

downtown group. 

 

Councilmember Hooks made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Greene, to approve the Tax 

Releases and Refunds.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

As an additional item, Councilmember Bradley gave a brief update on the Cates Farm property. City 

Manager Robert Wilson stated the White Furniture project is still a work in progress and things continue 

to move forward.  Also as an additional item, Councilmember Hooks stated much like the Mattress 

Factory Rd. Interchange study, a bike study is also underway for Mebane.  

  

Mayor Stephenson announced the Certificate of Entry in the National Register of Historic Places:  

Mebane Commercial Historic District and Old South Mebane Historic District, Mebane, Alamance 

County was listed on December 22, 2011.  Councilmember Philipps thanked Council for their support of 

this project which took 12 years to complete.  Councilmember Auditori questioned if there is a way in 

which the city could let property owners know what being identified on the National Historic Register 

means to them.  Councilmember Philipps stated there are brochures from the Historic Register that could 

be copied and made available.  City Manager Robert Wilson stated he would take care of it.   

 

The minutes from the January 9, 2012 regular meeting were approved as presented. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

 

                                                                                                          ______________________________ 

                                                                                                           Glendel Stephenson, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

___________________________ 

Stephanie W. Shaw, City Clerk 


