
 
 

 
City Council Meeting 

  Mebane Municipal Building 
Regular Meeting     

Monday, January 6, 2014 
6:00 p.m. 

 
 
The Mebane City Council met for their regular monthly meeting at 6:00 p.m. on Monday, January 
6, 2014 in the Council Chambers of the Municipal Building located at 106 E. Washington Street. 
 
Council members Present:    Also Present: 
Mayor Glendel Stephenson    David Cheek, City Manager 
Mayor Pro Tem Ed Hooks     Chris Rollins, Assistant City Manager 
Councilmember Tim Bradley    Charles Bateman, City Attorney 
Councilmember Jill Auditori    Darrell Russell, City Engineer 
Councilmember Patty Philipps    Dean Ray, Recreation and Parks Director 
Councilmember Everette Greene                 Stephanie Shaw, City Clerk  
       Bob Louis, Fire Chief 
       Dennis Hodge, WWTP Director  
  
Absent:  
None 
 
Mayor Stephenson presided and called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.  Mr. Bradley gave the 
invocation. 
 
The Mayor recognized several members of the audience, Representative Steve Ross, 
Representative Dennis Riddell and Senator Rick Gunn.   
 
During the Public Comment period, Morris Dean, 608 Collington Drive, recited a favorable limerick 
in regards to members of the Council.   
 
Randy Brecheisen, President and CEO of Piedmont Electric Membership Corporation (PEMC), 
stated that PEMC’s main office is located in Hillsborough, North Carolina.  He said they currently 
provide service to over 30,000 customers in six counties including parts of Alamance County.  He 
introduced the Board of Directors that were in attendance: Chairman Bill Barber, Vice Chairman 
Paul Bailey, Richal Vanhook, Cy Vernon, Steve Long, Sam Woods and Randy Kinley.  He stated that 
their board and cooperative are dedicated to being involved in the community to help in areas 
where they can, from economic development to improving the quality of life of the customers 
they serve.  Mr. Brecheisen presented a check for $1,268,000 which represented a ten year 
interest free loan to be used for the new south side fire station to be built on Mebane Oaks Road.  
He concluded by recognizing Eddie Miller, Vice President of Economic & Community Development 
group in Raleigh and Susan Cashion, Manager of Communications, Public Relations and Key 
Accounts in Hillsborough. He thanked them for the time they dedicated to this project.   
 
Ms. Philipps stated her appreciation for the work that was done to secure the loan for the city.  
She said it will be a great addition to the city’s revenue stream and the fire station will indeed 
serve a lot of people in the southern part of the county.  She added that the city hopes to work 
with them again on future projects.   
 



Mr. Cheek introduced Jeanne Tate as the new finance officer.  He stated that she previously 
worked for the Town of Chapel Hill for thirteen years as their assistant Finance Officer/Business 
Manager.  He stated that she has over 20 years of experience in finance, having also worked for 
Rowan County and community colleges.  Mr. Cheek stated during her career in Chapel Hill she 
won numerous awards from the Government Finance Officers Association including a budget 
presentation award and comprehensive annual financial report award.  He recommended that 
Council appoint her as the new City of Mebane Finance Officer. 
 
Mr. Hooks made a motion, seconded by Ms. Philipps, to appoint Jeanne Tate as the new Finance 
Officer.  The motion carried unanimously. City Clerk Stephanie Shaw gave Ms. Tate the oath of 
office.   
 
Becky Loy of Cobb, Ezekiel, Loy & Company, P.A. was present to report on the audit of the 
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report for the year ending June 30, 2013.  Ms. Loy explained that 
Mebane received an unqualified opinion.  She reviewed the annual audit with the Council.  No 
formal action was taken.  
 
A Public Hearing was held on a request to annex property owned by the city.  The annexation is a 
noncontiguous “satellite” annexation containing 1.50 acres located at 1469 Mebane Oaks Road 
and will be the location for the new south side fire station.  Mr. Rollins spoke briefly and stated 
that staff recommends Council adopt the Ordinance to Extend the Corporate Limits.  No one from 
the public spoke.  Ms. Philipps made a motion, seconded by Mr. Greene, to adopt the Ordinance 
to Extend the Corporate Limits of the City of Mebane.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. Cheek presented an amendment to the Inter-local Financing Agreement-Project Swordfish.  
He stated utility usage was originally projected at much higher levels than the recently revised 
estimates provided by the Company. With anticipated utility revenues at only 20% of their original 
estimates, the County agreed to assist the cities with a portion of the utility infrastructure costs. 
Once property tax revenues begin to come in the County will reimburse the cities of Graham and 
Mebane for utility costs associated with Project Swordfish. Each city will receive $100,000 per 
year for five years beginning in 2015-16.  Mr. Hooks made a motion, seconded by Mr. Greene, to 
approve the amendment to the Inter-local Financing Agreement-Project Swordfish. The motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. Bateman presented a Resolution Authorizing Conveyance of Swordfish Road Rights of Way to 
N.C. Department of Transportation.  Mr. Bateman explained that this request is also related to the 
infrastructure of the economic development zone.  He stated Mebane, along with Graham, 
acquired necessary rights of way for a road that will serve the zone; incidentally it will also serve 
Project Swordfish.  He continued to explain that the agreement with the state included acquiring 
the rights of way and conveying them to the state for the roadway while retaining the easements 
for water and sewer and other utility purposes.  He added that this is permitted by the general 
statutes and does not require a public hearing.  Ms. Philipps made a motion, seconded by Mr. 
Bradley, to approve the resolution.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Stephenson read aloud a letter from City Attorney Charles Bateman announcing his 
retirement, effective April 1, 2014.   
 
Mr. Ray stated that the city’s very first Master Recreation Plan has been completed.  He stated the 
process was very intensive and provided him with a learning experience.  He thanked Mr. Cheek, 
Mr. Rollins and the Council for their support of the project.  He thanked members of the 
Recreation Advisory Board for their work on their work on the project.  Additionally he thanked 
the citizens of Mebane for their input and involvement in the process, including organizations 



such as Mebane on the Move, Mebane Youth Soccer Association, and the members of the Tennis 
Program.  He proceeded to introduce Derek Williams of Site Solutions. 
 
Mr. Williams presented a summary of the comprehensive Master Recreation Plan.  He stated that 
the Mebane Arts and Community Center (MACC) is an outstanding indoor facility and the outdoor 
facilities that surround the MACC are top of the line. Lake Michael is an excellent counter balance 
to all the active recreational facilities providing a regional park with passive recreational 
opportunities.  Population projections were looked at when developing the plan and based on 
data provided by the city’s planning department, Mebane’s expected population will increase 
from the current 12,000 to 18,000 within ten years.  Public input was one of the most important 
aspects of the process.  In order to receive that input they held two public workshops, a telephone 
survey, online survey through the city’s website and one-on-one interviews with key stakeholders, 
all of which were very successful.  He explained that through the planning process they 
established standards for each one of the park types, utilized input received from the public to 
establish the standards while also looking at other communities to see what standards they use to 
establish their parks.  Once the park system was developed they used the same process to 
establish standards for developing recreational facilities that would be constructed in those parks, 
such as playgrounds, picnic shelters, tennis courts, etc.  Then the standards for parks and 
recreational facilities development were applied to the city’s current and projected population to 
determine the demand for each park type and recreational facility, comparing those to the 
existing facilities to determine the parks and recreation needs.  Based on that process, a list of 
recommendations was generated, including a five year prioritized list.  Mr. Williams explored 
those needs in detail with the Council.  An estimated ten year Master Recreation Capital 
Improvement Plan cost came to $8,800,000.  That total includes renovation costs of existing 
facilities, land acquisition, actual new parks, and funds for three special use facilities being an 
outdoor pool, a fitness center and the initial development of greenways.   
 
Mr. Hooks commented that the work on the plan was well done.  Ms. Philipps added that this plan 
will be a great tool to use when prioritizing for planning in the future.  Mr. Ray asked the Council 
to accept the plan as presented.  Ms. Philipps made a motion, seconded by Ms. Auditori, to accept 
the Master Recreation Plan as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  
 
Mr. Cheek presented an amendment to the Capital Budget Ordinance for the Southside Fire 
Station.  He explained with the bids for the construction of the fire station and the utility lines 
approved at the December meeting, the City Council needs to amend the original Capital Project 
Ordinance. The original budget of $4.3 million decreased by over $600,000 with the change from a 
two-story facility to one-story facility. In addition, staff also obtained an interest-free loan to 
finance the equipment in the station. This reduced the amount that the city had to borrow to $2.6 
million. Staff also decided to pay for the General Fund’s share of the project with the installment 
financing proceeds and fund the Utility Fund’s share from fund balance. An amendment to the 
Utility Fund will also be necessary to appropriate additional fund balance to be transferred 
($454,376) into the Capital Project.  Mr. Hooks made a motion, seconded by Ms. Auditori, to 
approve the amendment as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Bob Louis, Fire Chief, requested Council’s approval of the 2014 Mebane Fire Department 
Executive Board.  Mr. Bradley requested to be recused from the two fire department matters 
since he was proposed to serve as the volunteer 1st Assistant Chief.  Ms. Philipps made a motion, 
seconded by Mr. Greene, to recuse Mr. Bradley. The motion carried unanimously.  Mr. Hooks 
made a motion, seconded by Ms. Philipps, to approve the 2014 Mebane Fire Department 
Executive Board as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  The following is a list of the 
Executive Board Membership for the year 2014.    
 



Chief     Bob Louis   (Career Position) 
1st Assistant Chief    Tim Bradley  (Volunteer Appointed) 
2nd Assistant Chief    Jimmy Hinshaw  (Volunteer Appointed) 
Captain 303                                  Rob Pruitt  (Volunteer Appointed)  
Captain 304    Gene Wellons  (Career Position Appointed) 
Captain 305    Jeff Whipp  (Volunteer Appointed) 
Captain 306    Mickey Mayton  (Volunteer Appointed)  
Captain 307    Greg Massey  (Career Position Appointed) 
Lieutenant 308    Nick Martin   (Career Position Appointed) 
Lieutenant 309    Obira Griggs  (Career Position Appointed) 
Lieutenant 310    Jerry Payne  (Career Position Appointed) 
Secretary    Dana Massey  (Volunteer Position Elected) 
Superintendent of Alarms  Joel Massey  (Volunteer Position Elected) 
Treasurer    Mike Harris  (Volunteer Position Elected) 
 
On a second Fire Department matter, Chief Louis requested the Council’s approval of 
reappointments to the Fireman’s Relief Fund Board, Ron C. Wilson (2 year appointment) and 
Richard Mendenhall (1 year appointment).  Mr. Hooks made a motion, seconded by Ms. Philipps, 
to approve the reappointments to the Fireman’s Relief Fund Board as presented. The motion 
carried unanimously.  
 
Mr. Hooks made a motion, seconded by Ms. Philipps, to bring Mr. Bradley back to the meeting. 
The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. Rollins presented a Resolution of Exemption by the City of Mebane and an engineering 
contract for professional services with Alley Williams Carmen and King (AWCK) for the water and 
sewer extensions for Walmart and the Alamance County Industrial Development Zone (ACIDZ). 
With the approval of the incentives package for Walmart the cities of Mebane and Graham are 
required to start construction of the water and sewer lines serving the Walmart property in March 
2014.  This is a very tight schedule and design work needs to start immediately to meet the 
contractual deadlines for design and construction.  This engineering contract covers Mebane’s ½ 
share of the water and sewer cost and the City of Graham will be adopting a contract to cover the 
other ½ share of their cost.  Each entity will spend a total of $343,500 for the engineering and 
surveying.  Mr. Hooks made a motion, seconded by Mr. Bradley to approve the Resolution of 
Exemption by the City of Mebane. The motion carried unanimously.  Mr. Bradley made a motion, 
seconded by Mr. Hooks, to approve the engineering contract with AWCK. The motion carried 
unanimously.  
 
Mr. Hooks made a motion, seconded by Mr. Greene, to approve the Tax Releases. The motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
The minutes of the December 9, 2013 regular meeting were approved as presented. 
 
Mr. Cheek announced that the painting of the water tank is scheduled to begin at the end of 
January.   
 
Mr. Hodge gave an update in regards to the new filters installed at the WWTP.  He stated that the 
twenty-two year old filters were replaced and the new filters went live on December 18, 2013 and 
everything is going well. 
 



Mr. Cheek announced that the Cates Farm conservation easement approved by Council at the 
December meeting has been successfully recorded thanks to the hard work of Jeff Fisher of 
Unique Places, LLC. 
 
Mr. Greene took a moment to recognize Jackie Abercrombie, retired Mebane librarian, who 
recently passed.  He stated she was a great asset to the Mebane community. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
                                                                                                                ____________________________ 
                                                                                                                 Glendel Stephenson, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
___________________________ 
Stephanie W. Shaw, City Clerk 


