
PROJECT BACKGROUND
The North Carolina Department of Transportation 
(NCDOT) Rail Division, in cooperation with the City of 
Mebane and Norfolk Southern (NS) has retained the 
firm of WSP | Parsons Brinckerhoff (PB) to conduct a 
Traffic Separation Study. The study will evaluate 8 road-
way-highway at-grade crossings.

WHAT IS A TSS?
The NCDOT Rail Division has completed traffic sep-
aration studies in both small and large communities 
throughout the state. These studies are part of a com-
prehensive evaluation of traffic patterns and road us-
age on a corridor- or regional level. The purpose of the 
TSS is to determine the need for improvements and/
or elimination of public at-grade crossings to improve 
safety and mobility for motorists, rail passengers, and 
train crews. These studies are one of the comprehensive 
programs to improve rail-crossing safety administered 
by NCDOT, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 
and the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA).

Using comprehensive evaluations of rail and roadway 
traffic patterns for the entire municipality or region, the 
NCDOT and NS along with the communities involved 
determine the need for improvements and/or elimina-
tion of public at-grade crossings to improve the safety 
of motorists, rail passengers and train crews. These im-
provements may include crossing closures and consoli-
dations, adding or upgrading warning devices, roadway 
improvements, elimination of sight obstructions and 
grade separations (bridges over or under the track). 

Since 1995, the NCDOT has completed Traffic Separa-
tion Studies (TSS) in 19 communities. These TSS studies 
by NCDOT Rail Division take into account average 

daily traffic data (both trains and vehicles), potential 
socio- economic impacts, safety improvements, future 
transportation plans, and public input

TSS PROCESS
The evaluation involves utilizing quantitative and 
qualitative measures to analyze each existing road-
way-highway at-grade crossing. The process involves 
qualitative community outreach in order to under-
stand the community sense of “what could be done” 
as well as utilizing a quantitative process through 
planning and engineering methods. Community 
outreach includes working with local stakeholders in 
identifying existing travel patterns, land use develop-
ment patterns, and planned infrastructure projects; as 
well as hearing from the local community with regard 
to their perspective on issues and needs surrounding 
the roadway-railroad at-grade crossings.

The quantitative process includes collecting traffic 
volumes and understanding the local traffic patterns, 
train traffic, existing conditions of the at-grade cross-
ings, surrounding property uses, emergency routes, 
school bus routes, and planned roadway improve-
ments. Through the evaluation, a cost-benefit analysis 
is conducted along with identifying near-term, mid-
term, and long-term improvements.

IMPROVEMENTS
A TSS considers pedestrian and traffic conditions 
along an entire corridor with the goal of making 
recommendations to improve safety at each specific 
at-grade crossing while maintaining public support. 
The study determines the need for improvements, 
such as the following: 

•Crossing consolidations
•Installation of new grade-separations or repair

of existing grade separations
•Signage
•Pavement marking
•New or upgraded highway-railroad grade crossing      

   signals, gates, and/or lights

•
Improved crossing surfaces

•Traffic signal interconnection/preemption
Sight distance or geometric improvements

PUBLIC OUTREACH
As an integral part of this study, we are soliciting input 
from public officials and local citizens concerning the 
existing conditions along the 8 public street crossings 
being evaluated, travel patterns, and potential ideas for 
improvements. PB and NCDOT Rail Division will engage 
the public and stakeholders throughout the project for 
input on existing conditions, existing travel patterns, and 
share opinions on the study recommendations and offer 
information that may help the project assess any impacts 
the social, economic, cultural, physical or biological con-
ditions in the area.

NEXT STEPS

•Fall 2016: Conduct Corridor/Crossing Analysis

•Winter 2016/2017: Draft Recommendations and
Public Workshop

•Early Spring 2017: Public Hearing
•Early Summer 2017: Council Approval

Mebane Traffic 
Separation Study

Due to the increased pedestrian fatalities, a pedestrian 
underpass will be evaluated to determine a potential 
location to provide safe pedestrian movements for residents 
of Mebane. The analysis will identify a location for an 
underpass, sidewalk connections to the underpass and 
along each at-grade crossing, and an order-of-magnitude 
cost. 

•





TITLE VI PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT FORM 
Completing this form is completely voluntary. You are not required to provide the information requested in order to 
participate in this meeting. 

Meeting Type: Public Meeting 

Location:  Mebane City Hall, 106 E. Washington Street, Mebane 

Date: November 15, 2016 

Project Description:  Mebane Traffic Separation Study: Railroad/road traffic study including several public railroad 

crossings. 

In accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and related authorities, the North Carolina Department of 
Transportation (NCDOT) assures that no person(s) shall be excluded from participation in, denied the benefits of, or 
subjected to discrimination under any of the Department’s programs, policies, or activities, based on their race, color, 
national origin, disability, age, income, or gender. 

Completing this form helps meet our data collection and public involvement obligations under Title VI and 
NEPA, and will improve how we serve the public. Please place the completed form in the designated box on the 
sign-in table, hand it to an NCDOT official or mail it to the PDEA-Human Environment Section, 1598 Mail Service 
Center, Raleigh, NC 27699-1598.    All forms will remain on file at the NCDOT as part of the public record. 
 

Zip Code: _____________________ 

Street Name: 
(i.e. Main Street)  

Gender:   Male  Female 

Age: 

 Less than 18  45-64 

 18-29  65 and older 

 30-44 

Total Household Income: 

 Less than $12,000  $47,000 – $69,999 

 $12,000 – $19,999  $70,000 – $93,999 

 $20,000 – $30,999  $94,000 – $117,999 

 $31,000 – $46,999  $118,000 or greater 

Have a Disability:   Yes   No 

Race/Ethnicity: 

 White                                                 Asian 

 Black/African American                     Hispanic/Latino 

 American Indian/Alaskan Native 

 Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 

 Other (please specify): _______________________ 

National Origin: (if born outside the U.S.) 

 Mexican 

 Central American: ____________________ 

 South American: _____________________ 

 Puerto Rican                            Vietnamese 

 Chinese                                    Korean 

 Other (please specify): __________________ 

How did you hear about this meeting?  (newspaper advertisement, flyer, and/or mailing) _______________________ 

For more information regarding Title VI or this request, please contact the NCDOT Title VI Section at  
(919) 508-1896 or toll free at 1-800-508-1886, or by email at sddickens@ncdot.gov.  

Thank you for your participation! 

 

mailto:sddickens@ncdot.gov


 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



We need your input! Please provide us with your comments regarding the Mebane 

Traffic Separation Study. All comments will be provided to the project team for 

review and consideration. Thank you! 

 

Name:  

 

Address: 

 

Email: 

 

1. Mark the below according to how often you use the rail crossings (listed in the left 

column) as a motorist.  

 

  

MEBANE TRAFFIC SEPARATION 
STUDY COMMENT CARD  

 
Rarely 

1-3 days a 

week 

4-6 days a 

week 
Daily 

Buckhorn Road      

Mattress Factory     

Fifth Street (N.C. 119)     

Fourth Street     

S. Third Street     

Moore Road 
    

Lake Latham Road 
    

Gibson Road 
    



For more information on this project please contact:  

2. Mark the below according to how often you use the rail crossings (listed in the left column) as a 

pedestrian.  

Ms. Nancy Horne, NCDOT Project Engineer 

1548 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, NC 27699-1548 

(919) 715-3686, nhorne@ncdot.gov  

 
Rarely 1-3 days a 4-6 days a Daily 

Buckhorn Road      

Mattress Factory     

Fifth Street (N.C. 119)     

Fourth Street     

S. Third Street     

Moore Road 
    

Lake Latham Road 
    

Gibson Road 
    

3. Comments: _____________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

Please return this comment card before leaving today. If you need to return this form later, please 

email or mail it no later than November 29, 2016 to: 

Mr. Scot Sibert, sibertsr@pbworld.com  

1001 Morehead Square Drive, Suite 610 

Charlotte, NC 28203 


