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CITY OF MEBANE
Recreation and Parks Comprehensive Plan

City Council Presentation

CITY OF MEBANE
2010 Land Development Plan

Consider developing a Citywide Parks and Recreation
Master Plan, to provide the community with abundant
parks, recreational opportunities, open space, and
naturals areas, and to connect them with sidewalks,
greenways, jogging trails, and bike lanes.
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§ Inventory
§ Public Input

§ Development of Standards for
Parks and Recreation Facilities

§ Needs Assessment
§ Plan of Action

Planning Process

§ Mebane has over 250 acres of parkland
§ Excellent inventory of indoor and outdoor facilities
§ Wide variety of private recreation opportunities

Step One:  Inventory

Lake Michael Park Mebane Arts & Community Center
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Step One:  Inventory

Review of current and projected population and
demographic information

Step One:  Inventory

Current Population
+/- 12,500

2024 Population
+/- 18,500 
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Step Two:  Public Input

§ 2 Surveys
§ 2 Public Workshops
§ 2 Public Presentations
§ Stakeholder Interviews

Step Two:  Telephone Survey

§ Based on random sample

§ Landlines and cell phones

§ 200 interviews

§ City residents

§ Reflects community
interest

§ Sampling error of + 6.9%
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Step Two:  Telephone Survey

Mebane’s parks are well used.

Mebane Arts and Community Center 70%
Athletic Complex at Mebane Arts and Community Center  54%
Mebane Recreation Center Complex 52%
Lake Michael Park 40%
Walker Field and/or Youth Field 33%
Holt Street Park 17%

Step Two:  Telephone Survey

Five most popular recreation activities.

§ Open Space/Natural Areas
§ Walking/Biking Trails
§ Indoor Exercise and Fitness Facilities
§ Picnic Shelters
§ Aquatics Facility

On-line Survey
Results
1. Walking Trails
2. Open Space
3. Aquatics
4. Picnic
5. Indoor Exercise
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Step Two:  Telephone Survey

Reviewing the same list of activities, what percent of
your needs for that facility are already being met?

Facility
Interest

(Top Two-Box
Rating)

% Unmet
Need

(Average)
Open Space or Natural Areas 83% 54%
Walking or Biking Trails 81% 55%
Indoor Exercise & Fitness Facilities 77% 62%
Picnic Shelters 75% 52%
Aquatic Facility 72% 81%
Playgrounds 65% 46%
Athletic Fields 61% 32%
Fishing Areas 56% 55%
Basketball Courts 52% 53%
Dog Parks 44% 87%
Tennis Courts 43% 54%
Disc Golf 29% 76%
Skateboard Park 17% 81%

Step Two:  Telephone Survey

On a scale of 1-7, how satisfied are you with the
public parks and recreation areas in Mebane?

• 31% indicated high satisfaction (top two boxes)
• 36% indicated they were relatively satisfied
• 10% indicated they were neither satisfied or

dissatisfied
• 22% indicated they were less than satisfied

On-line Survey
Results
- Athletic Fields 66%
- Fishing Areas 55%
- Playground 51%
- Picnic 52%
- Tennis Courts 49%
- Walking 40%
- Skateboard 40%
- Disc Golf 33%
- Dog Parks 20%

On-line Survey
Results
- 16% Top 2
- 39% Relatively
- 18% Neither
- 27% Less

          1
Very Satisfied

             4
Neither Satisfied
or Dissatisfied

          7
Not Satisfied
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Step Two:  Telephone Survey

Is there a great need, some need, little need or no need
for additional park and recreation areas in Mebane?

• 37% indicated a great need
• 50% indicated some need
• 9% indicated little or no need
• 3% did not know Great Need

Some Need

Little or
No

DK

Step Two:  Telephone Survey

Would you support or oppose a tax increase to support
park improvements?

• 53% said they would
support additional taxes

• 36% said they would
oppose

• 8% said it would depend on
the circumstances

• 3% did not know

Support
Oppose

Depends
DK

On-line Survey
Results
- 66% Great
- 34% Some
- 0 No

On-line Survey
Results
- 45.5% Yes
- 43% Depends
- 10% Oppose
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Step Two:  Public Workshop

Participants at the first public workshop were asked
to identify their interest in the same list of activities.

Great Some No
Interest Interest Interest

Walking or biking trails 41 5 3
Indoor exercise & fitness facilities 22 22 3
Open space or natural areas 21 22 3
Tennis courts 24 14 9
Athletic fields 13 30 3
Dog parks 18 18 8
Public civic parks & gardens* 15 20 0
Volleyball 8 33 7
Aquatic facility 13 22 10
Amphitheater* 14 13 3
Picnic shelters 1 35 11
Basketball courts 7 22 18
Disc golf 5 25 18
Sprayground 5 25 16
Playgrounds 6 19 20
Fishing areas 4 22 22
Equestrian* 4 22 22
Skateboard park 3 10 33

Special Use Facilities:  Aquatics, Nature Preserves, Extreme
Sports, Senior Citizen/Teen Centers

Step Three:  Development of Standards

Mini and
Neighborhood Parks

Community Parks and
Sports Complexes

Regional Parks and
Greenways
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Step Three:  Development of Standards

Establish Standards for Park Classification

Establish Standards for Facility Development

Step Three:  Development of Standards
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Regional Parks
Lake Michael meets Mebane’s needs
for a Regional Park.

Expansion of trails and ADA
improvements are recommended.

Step Four:  Needs Assessment

District Parks
Mebane does not currently have a
District Park.  Development of the
Agriculture Foundation property on
Turner Road would meet this need
and will provide an important park for
the southern portion of the city.

Lake Michael

Community Parks
The outdoor recreation facilities
associated with the Mebane Arts and
Community Center Complex provide
an excellent community park for
residents.

In the future, there will be a need for
an additional community park.

Step Four:  Needs Assessment

Soccer fields at Mebane Arts and
Community Center Complex
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Neighborhood Parks
Holt Street Park is Mebane’s only
neighborhood park.  Several
additional neighborhood parks are
needed.

Step Four:  Needs Assessment

Mini Parks
The outdoor recreation facilities
(playgrounds, volleyball court, and
picnic shelter) located at Mebane
Recreation Complex serves as the
City’s only mini park.  Several
additional mini parks are needed.
• Private residential development

often provides recreational
amenities that meet these needs.

Holt Street Park

Mebane Recreation Complex

Open Space/Trails
• There is a need for additional

trails.
• Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan

(BGMPO) will identify some
routes.

• City should develop a Greenway
Master Plan.

Step Four:  Needs Assessment

Potential Park Sites
• Kate’s Pickle Farm
• McLeod Property
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Tennis Courts
There is a current need for three
additional courts.  By 2024, the need
will increase to six.

Step Four:  Needs Assessment

Soccer Fields
There is a current need for one
additional soccer field.  By 2024, the
need will increase to four.
Developing several fields with
synthetic surfacing will increase
playability.

Baseball/Softball, Football Fields
Currently the need for these fields is
being met.  By 2024, there will be
needs for additional fields.

Step Four:  Needs Assessment

Playgrounds
There is a current need for several
additional playgrounds.  By 2024, the
need will increase to six.
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Picnic Shelters
4 additional picnic shelters will be
needed by 2024.

Step Four:  Needs Assessment

Aquatics Facility
Currently there is no public swimming
pool in Mebane. Most Communities
15-20,000 have a public pool.

Additional study on aquatic needs is
warranted.

Amphitheater, Dog Park, Disc Golf,
Skate Park
Activities that are growing in
popularity.  May be needed in the
future.

Step Four:  Needs Assessment

Fitness Center/Exercise Facility
• Ranked high in survey and public

workshops.
• Consider expanding the Mebane

Arts and Community Center.
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Step Five:  Plan of Action

Operational
Recommendations

• Staff Needs

• Operational Cost

• User Fees

• Greener Operations

• Park Maintenance

Recommendations for facility expansions will
require additional staff and operational cost.

Step Five:  Plan of Action

Policy Recommendations

• Strengthen joint use with
schools

• Work with other recreation
providers

- Alamance County
- Orange County
- City of Burlington
- City of Graham

• Build relationships with
Alamance Community College
and Alamance Regional
Medical Center

Alamance Regional Medical Center
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Step Five:  Plan of Action

City of Mebane’s 10 Year Capital Improvements Plan

Existing Parks Renovation/Improvements $880,000
- Lake Michael Trails $200,000
- Mebane Arts & Community Center Athletic Complex $150,000
- Mebane Arts & Community Center Improvements $300,000
- Holt Street Park $150,000
- Planning & Design (10%) $80,000

Land Acquisition $1,050,000
- Community Park (30 acres at $25,000) $750,000
- Neighborhood Park (5 acres at $25,000) $125,000
- Neighborhood Park (5 acres at $25,000) $125,000
- Mini Park (1 acre at $25,000) $25,000
- Mini Park (1 acre at $25,000) $25,000

Step Five:  Plan of Action

Park Development $3,630,000
- Turner Road District Park (initial development) $1,000,000
- Neighborhood Park $250,000
- Neighborhood Park $250,000
- Community Park (initial development) $1,500,000
- Mini Park $150,000
- Mini Park $150,000
- Planning and Design (10%) $330,000

Facility Development $3,300,000
- Swimming Pool (Outdoor) $1,500,000
- Fitness Center (5,000 SF at $150/SF) $750,000
- Greenway Development $750,000
- Planning & Design (10%) $300,000

Total Capital Improvement Budget Cost $8,860,000
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Step Five:  Plan of Action

First Five Year Priorities

• Renovate Mebane Arts and Community Center
• Expand/improve trails at Lake Michael
• Expand/improve facilities at Holt Street Park
• Develop phase one of Turner Road Park
• Purchase property and construct initial phase of a

community park
• Develop Master Plan and phasing strategy for

community greenways


